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Colorado Definition
·Students who are identified as gifted and 

talented in one or more areas of 
exceptionality

and also identified with:

·A disability defined by Federal/State 
eligibility criteria

·The disability qualifies the student for an 
IEPor a 504 Plan
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How are IEPs and 504s Different?
IEPS

·Federal Law - IDEIA

·Special Educators 
monitor document

·Instruction by Special 
Ed teachers

504s

·Office of Civil Rights

·504 Coordinator 
monitors document

·Instruction by 
general education

·A medical need that 
gets in the way of 
learning



IEPs and 504s
·¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

instructional needs related to the Twice-
Exceptional continuum.

·Transitions are different for each document.

·Each provides protection under Federal 
guidelines.



Twice Exceptional Students
Strengths
·superior vocabulary

·highly creative

·resourceful

·curious

·imaginative

·questioning

·problem solving 
ability

·sophisticated sense 
of humor

·wide range of 
interests 

·advanced ideas and 
opinions

·special talent             
or consuming     
interest



Indicators of Strength

·Creative in 
approach to tasks 

·Are interested in 
ǘƘŜ ά.ƛƎ tƛŎǘǳǊŜέ 
rather than small 
details

·High energy 
levels



Twice Exceptional 
Students Weaknesses

·easily frustrated

·stubborn

·manipulative

·opinionated

·argumentative

·written expression

·highly sensitive

·inconsistent 
academic 
performance

·lack of organization 
and study skills

·difficulty with social 
interactions

This is 

too hard!



Indicators of Emotional Concerns
·Anger

·Depression

·Self-criticism

·Crying

·Disruptive behavior

·Clowning

·Denial of problems

·Withdrawal

·Daydreaming and 
fantasy

·Apathetic behaviors



Perceived Failure Results in These 
Stages of Behavior
·Stage One

·Confusion, withdrawal, or acting out

·Stage Two

·Disengagement, procrastination and 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǘǳǇƛŘΦ  άL 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜέ

·Stage Three

·5Ŝƴƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾƛǎƳΦ  ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ 
ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘǳƳōΦέ





Identification of 2X Students
·Twice-Exceptional students are difficult to 

identify because their strengths and 
weaknesses may mask each other creating a 
unique learner profile, atypical of a gifted 
student or a student with disabilities.

·The same instructional strategies will 

help any student exhibiting these learning 
behaviors.



Identification requires coordination of 
effort with:

·Special Education/504 
Coordinators

·Gifted and Talented 
Consultants

·G/T Building Liaisons 
at each school

·RtITeams

·Counselors

·Mental Health 
Coordinators


