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WHAT IS GIFTEDNESS?

Giftedness is asynchronous development in which
advanced cognitive abilities and heightened intensity
combine to create inner experiences and [modes of]
awareness that are qualitatively differentfrom the
norm.

This asynchrony increases with higher intellectual
capacity.

The unigueness of the gifted renders them
particularly vulnerable and requires modifications IR
parenting, teaching, and counseling in order for them
to develop optimally.

Columbus Group, 1991



WHAT IS ASYNCHRONOUS
DEVELOPMENT?

An uneven pattern of growth characterized
by differing patterns and rates of intensity,
Interest and skill development.

A The higher the IQ the greater the probability'of
Increased asynchrony
* Changes over time
* Influenced by internal factors
(i.e., emotional, spiritual, moral, psychological)

* Influenced by external factors
(i.e., instructors, content, world events,
Interests, skill acquisition)

A Results in a “moving targ:¢

parents, and counselors
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GIFTEDNESS AND INTENSITY

One of the basic characteristics of the gifted is
their intensity and an expanded field of their
subjective experience. The intensity, In
particular, must be understood as a qualitative
distinct characteristic. It is not a matter of degree
but of a different quality of experiencing: vivid,
absorbing, penetrating, encompassing, complex,
commanding — a way of being quiveringly alive.

Dr. Michael Piechowski 1991



TYPICAL ASYNCHRONOUS
DEVELOPMENT
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My Developmeni

My Asynchronous Development

My Skills/Ability/Interests




Record Form

Subtest Scaled Score Profile
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THE UNORGANIZED GENIUS

Characteristics

Profoundly Gifted (1Q: 207)

College level reading &
comprehension

High level science and math
Poor interpersonal skills
Very high global awareness
Very clumsy

Poor motor skills

Very sensitive

Sees the world as an adult
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SOME GROUPING CONSIDERATIONS
FOR GIFTED STUDENTS

Introversion Visual Spatial Leaner
Extroversion Abstract Reasoning Ability
Maturity Self Confidence
Auditory Learner Math Computatien
Math Comprehension Social Skills
Interests Decoding Level

Reading Comprehension Level
Physical Development
Family Relationships Level of Independence
Sensory Integration Issues
Peer Relationships
Writing Skills



THE PROBLEM OF THE DEAD CAT
ON THE SIDE OF THE ROAD




A LIFE OF CONTRADICTION

The Life of a}erson with Asynchrony
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TEACHERS

FAMILY

FRIENDS

COUNSELORS

SELF

ASYNCHRONOUS KIDS VS. ASYNCHRONOUS ADUL



DIFFERENTIATING FOR
THE MOVING TARGET




The Dev\elopmental
Differentiation Rubric




What is Developmental
Differentiation?

Response that supports and engages
the shifting, dynamic aspects of the
emerging, evolving individual

Simufltaneous  differentiation across
each 1 ndi vidual 0s
developmental spectrum

I mme d



How Is Developmental
Differentiation Different?

t Is learner centered
t0s not sol el y about

t 0s not Just about,. -
Instruction

t ©os sI mul taneous, n ¢
t requires multi -tasking

t reflects both qualitative and
guantitative assessment




STRATEGIES FOR SUPPORTING
ASYNCHRONOUS DEVELOPMENT

U RECOGNIZE AND ACCEPT ASYNCHRONY AS REALITY
U RECOGNIZE, DISCUSS AND EMBRACE YOUR OWN ASYNCHRONY
u DI SCUSS YOUR STUDENT/ CHI LD’ S_ ASY NCH

U KNOW WHICH LEVEL OF RESPONSE IS APPROPRIATE FOR THE
INDIVIDUAL AND THE SITUATION

U DIFFERENTIATE, DIFFERENTIATE, DIFFERENTIATE



ON LINE RESOURCES

www.hoagiesgifted.org
www.gifteddevelopment.com
www.stephanietolan.com
www.2eNewsletter.com
www.sengifted.org

www.childdevelopmentinfo.com
www.geniusdenied.com/articles/

www.uniquelygifted.org

www.homeeducator.com/FamilyTimes/articles/8-3articlel2.htm
www.kidsource.com/kidsource/content/parents.gifted.html
www.giftsforlearning.com/traits.htm

www.fcps.net/sa/gifted/amend/0302.htm
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